A. Thornton Baker at the wheel of kis hoat ss be docked al Seventy.
Ainth Street and the Hudson River yesterday, ¥

DUNUVUNER RELULRND

FROM EXOTIC TRIP

Princeton Business Man and
Crew End 12-Month Cruisae
to Out-of-Way Ports

A. Thornton Beker, a Princeton,
N. J., business man who turned
'skipper, brought his 72-foot Rchooner
.Bo Fong into port here yestarday
| mfter & voyape ibet lasted thirtesn
months and took him and hia grew
into some of the most exotie porin
on iha giobe, The schooner, which
| doalkod mt the nDew Bevahty-nlnth
| Streat muonicipal nnchorage on. tha
Hydaon, wana buolld for Mr, Balkar
In }Cnugjﬂ!{nng and is £ rlgwad,
with eazl angines. & I8 mrade
of tonkwood throoghoul, sven o
the statercom furniture. Two hun-
Idred and fifty Chinese worked on
|her over the seven montha that she
was building and Ted Kilkenny, the
|schooner's Tirst mate, supervized
her construction.

But those ars the statistical polnts
of the trip. The real story is hid-
den in pencll jottings (o & 1 H
and Iin dozens of photographs of
hinck and yellow and brown men
gnd women. It la written in the
lnes that show in the faces of the
voyagers when they smile and say
somathing llke:. et

“Beii? Oh yes, we spent a month
thera." Or: "I'll tell you something
about a man I met in Alor—that's
way out, far away i the Dutch
Enst Indjes,™ -,

Tl Hillenny told that story and
maid tha man's name was John,
| Kilkkenny met John, who wore e
|Mohammedan hat and beggy na-
|tlva pants, in the merket, John
spoke English, French, Itellan and
several other toangues he had leafned
nt  Oxford, besides eral  native
| dinlvols. Ho had coms e Tadles
| b6 hunt for pearls, and ssttled down.
"Ha dld not san many white men.

‘The next {ima they saw John wes
in Singapore. John had declded io
go back to England, He had come
from Aler in a native, open boat,
and brought copra with him, He
was golng to eell thet and some
tortolse shell, and go back homse,
g got & Flds oo the Soe TFang as
fur ms Algiers,

Mr, Baker, who s altm and wiry, |
and browned from the aun, had.
lAlex Osollns, a Lalvian, as sscond’
thate, Flis sops, Hobart and A, T.
Baksr 3d, mads the vovaEs, and Ho
Su, a COhiness, was “‘the bast cook
that ever existed.,” They visited
.Borneo, the Celehes and. the Philip-
| Dines, and came back by way of
|the Husz Canal.

e Now ork Shnes
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Crew of Eight Regulars Is Signed for America’s Cup Defense Candidate Vim

2 SONS OF OWNER
0 SAIL 12-METER

Deon, Dick Matthews Named
Vim*s Hetmaman, Navigator
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World bed_gqfe;'in 70-F oot Schooner
.Completed by Princeton Residents

They Reach San Juan After Sailing 30,000
| Miles in 13 Months—Covered 215 Miles
" in Day—Vessel Built at Hong Kong

Speclal Cable to TEx: Naw Yorx TIMES.

. SAN JUAN, ‘P. R., April 25.—
After having” sailed almost 30,000
miles in the last thirteen months,
A. Thornton Baker of Princeton,
N. J., took steps today to have his
fifty-ton schooner yacht So Fong,
built at Hong Kong, ‘brought per-
manently under United States regis-
try. This is the first United ‘States
nort he has touched since he sailed
out.of Hong Kong March 16, 1937,

Registration became a legal for-
mality on-. his entering a United
States port. The So Fong, seventy
feet overall, was designed by Olin
Stephens of New York. She 18
rigged- with a 100-horsepower Diesel
auxiliary. She has a beam of six
teen feet and draws ten feet.

Her best day’s sail was 215 ‘miles,’
said Mr. Baker, who has skippered

the vessel - throughout the trip
around the world. R

The engines, 'masts, sails and fit-
tings, all American-made, were sent

to Hong Kong in 1036 when Mr.
Baker decided he wanted to sail
round the world with his two sons,
A. Thornton Baker 3d, who is listed

as pilot in the ship’s papers, and
Hobart, who has been the naviga-
tor. '

“I wanted to make the ifip be-
fore I got too old to stay on deck,”
said the elder Mr. Baker. He de-
clared that of the ten vessels he
has owned this was the first he
had built embodying many of his
own ideas. ; = '

Mr. Baker still has aboard as cook
hiz= Hong Kong No. 1 house boy,
Ho Su, who praved himself a mas-
ter breadmaker, even on-the high
seas. .Another of the original crew
is the: third officer, Hdward Ozo-
cins, a Latvian naval reservist.. _

The only serious accident at sea
was the snapping of the main boom
in a night storm in the  Indian

[ Ocean. Natives on a small atoll
repaired this expertly. ' '

Elye New Hork Times
Published: April 26, 1938
Copyright © The New York Times




Schooner Is Queen for Day at Mystic‘

By JOHN C. DEVLIN
meeelal i The MW Yok Time

MYSTIC, Conm,, Sept. 212
—The schoomer was queen
here today.

And it was & sight to gled-
den the hearts of old salts—
and young salts, too, as 29
of themn slanted off in a blus-
tery, TRil-burying southeaster
in the Mystic Marine Histori-
eal Associntion's slxth &n-
nunl race exclusively for the
gallant gracefol two and
thres-masted vesseis

There were white schoon-
ars, black schooners, green
schooners, anclent ones and
at lemst one brand new and
they ramged In length from
284 to 102 end spread up 1o
6,000 square feet of sall,

Some of the schooners
were working and cruising
cluss boats and some were
basically sophisticated craft
geared for racing. But mainly
the ssiling wae all just for
fun.

As Edward A. (Ned) Acker-
man, an English teacher
turned sailot, phrased it:

Right Place for Sailor

“My new hoat s named
Flddlers" Green, you know,
‘Eallprs'  Heaven!  That's
where the sailor's credit s
alweys good and where there
is nlways ® plass and a lass
and a song.”

schooners, commen in old-
er dsys Bs coasting eraft
along the Atllantic shores,
finaliy lost oul to power and
in raging to more efficient
racing riggings thet gave &
hnat more speed Lo windward.

But, said Robert B, (Peie)
Culter, a renpwmad yachts-
man who has been =ailing
mnce childhood:

"I am glad to-say thay do
soom to be  coming  bed
Schooners  made  AmericeEn
history and are still mekiog
it, It {5 ome of the finest type
tigs, They are casy handling.
They are comforirble boals.
They can be salled with less
effort and less money, That's
why the old coasters were
g pupuiar.”

He estimated loday's wind
to be about 23 knots and
some thought 1t might be
even more in gusis—"a real
schocner day,” Culler said,

The wind was BLTONG
enough to carry oway Lhe
bobstay under ihe howsprit
of the pretty 53-foot schoon-
er Apgmemnon, ond whon
Don Le Pase, s 26-yoar-old
member of the crew, climbed
down ovor the nlunging bow
to make repairs, he was
swent away.

His shipmates lowered all
sail, turmed on the cngine
and picked him up after be
had been in the water aboul
15 minutes.

“L just kicked off my
ghoes, took off my foul-
weather pgear,” Don said,
grinning, “and !readed water
till they picked me up.

Actually ihe waler was
warmer than the air.”
Another  schooner, the

Whistier, with Perry Zeikel
at the helm, was delvin
along like a teoe horse ®
lopking like an almost sure
winner, when he spotted &
small potboprd launch that
had heen capsized fn the
heavy seas, He interrupbed
the roce to go Lo the rescus,
helped save the five ocoit-
pents and gat them Intc a
passing commercld] fishing
boat, and then resumed. Lhe
rce,

After erosting the finish
lirie, the antire feet of schoon-
ord relurned (o Myastic Sea-
port for o tall glass or 4 can
of beer and a dinner at the
Seaman's Inn for the award-
jng of prizes 1o the winners,

The chief winners were as
{ollows: Sarn B. the Brilliant
Trophy for the best corrected
time in all classes, Nylia

sined the Soundings Awnrd
or the beat correctzd time in
the working and cruising
class, and Whistler, built in
193, won tihe Director's
Prize for the oldest schooner

schoonars  Purilan  finished
{irag, Brilllant second with
When and If third, The big
schooner 5o Fong wag dis-
gunlified after a minar colli.
glon with anather racer.
The racing committes said
that Puritan covered the 16.1-
mile course in 1 hour 37 min-
ules, averzging B0 knots,
Wast of the boats finished on

corrected time within 17 min- |

utes of one another,

The order of Finish in Class

B for racing schooners were
Sara B. Malabar TII, Talis
Morning Light and
Reheal,

After NyTla, in Class C for
working and cruising schoon-
BFY WEIR Su?riu. sgcond

and Aspir third. Seaward,
Whistler, , Fiddlers'
Green, and Plsces followed In
that order.

In Class D for small

schooners, Qutward Bound
was the winner. Then came
Anemone, Schedar, South-
wind, and Rebecca. Three
that withdrew in this class

entered. were Foggy, Wild Swan and
In Class A for Jarge Agamemnon.
Ehye New York Emes
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